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We lived in our ancestral home, which was built in middle of the 19t century. It

was a fairly large pucca home, made of limestone and brick situated on Mosque street

in Rameshwaram. Despite its age, the house had a quiet dignity about it. There were
many memories attached to its rooms, walls and courtyards.

My fathér Jainulabdeen, was not a man of wealth, but he was rich in wisdom
and generosity. He lived a simple life, free from luxury. He used to say that in his
time, the money was only spent on food and the rest was given to charity. He
believed that every human being is a part of spiritual whole and that it is our duty to
help others. His philosophy of life, based on simplicity, honesty and compassion had

a lasting influence on me. I learned from him that true wealth lies not in material

possession but in serving humanity.
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